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7   MALES AND FEMALES

Table 4 (Chapter 5.1) shows the number of males and females in different

segments of the homeless population on census night. Almost three-quarters

(72%) of boarding house residents were male compared with one-quarter

(28%) who were female. This accords with the findings from the 1996 census

(Chamberlain 1999, p. 33). Just over 60% of people in improvised dwellings

were male. Homeless people sleeping out in the capital cities are more likely to

be male, but the occupants of improvised dwellings in rural locations are more

likely to be families or couples with both males and females. Men outnumbered

women staying with other households by 53%–47%. However, women

outnumbered men in SAAP by a similar margin. There is a significant sector of

services for victims of domestic violence, and because of the perceived

vulnerability of homeless women, their access to services is often facilitated.

Overall, there were more males in the homeless population (58%–42%), but

women are now a substantial minority, compared with 30–40 years ago. 
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Source: Census of Population and Housing, SAAP Client Collection and National Census of Homeless
School Students.
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Source: Census of Population and Housing, SAAP Client Collection and National Census of Homeless  
      School Students.
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The analysis in this monograph has been complicated. This chapter summarises

our main findings and this chapter examines the social characteristics of

homeless people, beginning with the age and gender profiles of the population.

Then we examine the number of Indigenous and non-Indigenous people.

Finally, we estimate whether most people have a long or a short-term problem

with homelessness. This is a difficult task, because there is no temporal

information on most groups in the population.

5.1   AGE AND GENDER

There is information on age for all groups in the population, but we have to

estimate the number of males and females aged 12–18 years who were outside

of the census net. We know that 55% of homeless school students were female

(Chamberlain and MacKenzie 2002, p. 19). We also know that the census

identified 1,500 young people staying with other households and 52% were

female. These figures were used to estimate the overall gender composition of

young people missed by the census.

In the 1950s and 1960s, it was thought that the homeless population was

disproportionately made up of middle aged and older men (de Hoog 1972;

Jordan 1973/94). For example, Jordan (1973/94, p. 21) reported that there were

few teenagers in the population and that 80% of the men in his sample were

aged 35 years or older. Table 5.1 shows that the situation is now very different.

Just over half (54%) of the population were aged 25 years or older, including

one-quarter (24%) who were 45 years or over. However, 36% were aged 

12–24 years, and another 10% were accompanying children under 12 years.
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Source: 2001 Census of Population and Housing, SAAP Client Collection and National Census of
Homeless School Students.
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INTERNET www.abs.gov.au the ABS web site is the best place to

start for access to summary data from our latest

publications, information about the ABS, advice about

upcoming releases, our catalogue, and Australia Now—a

statistical profile.

LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and

tertiary libraries Australia-wide. Contact your nearest

library to determine whether it has the ABS statistics

you require, or visit our web site for a list of libraries.

CPI INFOLINE For current and historical Consumer Price Index data,

call 1902 981 074 (call cost 77c per minute).

DIAL-A-STATISTIC For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of

Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings,

Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price

Index call 1900 986 400 (call cost 77c per minute).

INFORMATION SERVICE

Data which have been published and can be provided

within five minutes are free of charge. Our information

consultants can also help you to access the full range of

ABS information—ABS user-pays services can be tailored to

your needs, time frame and budget. Publications may be

purchased. Specialists are on hand to help you with

analytical or methodological advice.

PHONE 1300 135 070

EMAIL client.services@abs.gov.au

FAX 1300 135 211

POST Client Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney 2001

ABS subscription services provide regular, convenient and

prompt deliveries of ABS publications and products as they

are released. Email delivery of monthly and quarterly

publications is available.

PHONE 1300 366 323

EMAIL subscriptions@abs.gov.au

FAX 03 9615 7848

POST Subscription Services, ABS, GPO Box 2796Y, Melbourne 3001
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